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Council of the Nation) the People oppreſſed. Cc. and when 
and gentle Means would not 4o, they impeached Publick Mi- 
nifters, and brought them to Juſtice, af which. our Hiſtories give 
large Teſtimonies. By theſe Means it was our Fathers preſetved the 
Conſtitution of the Government for ſo many Ages paſt, in the midſt 
of Storms and Tempeſts; and if the Repreſentatives of the e, in 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, bad followed their Foot- 
ſteps and taken by them, ( as, the Nature of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and the Law required) the Nation had not now been in that 
languiſhing and. d iſtracted Condition it is in, or the Crown have loſt 
the moſt valuable Part of its Prerogative, that is, « things now ſt and, 
its not in Her Majeſty's Power to exert Her Preregative in defence of 
the Liberties and 7 . of Her People. 5 

The Liberties of the People can never be preſerved, but by the Prero- 
gative of the $ overeige 3 they are ſolid Felicities together, but empty No- 
dont aſunder ; for what is Prerogative, but a Name, when exerciſed over 
a free People 2 And what is Priviledge, but a fond ination, when not 
„ „M King, that may keep w fram being Slaves to one 

Miſerable Experience hath taugbe us, that ſince Power hath been 
wreſted from Princes, that neither they nor their People can be ſafe, if 
be not in the Way. As the Law hath entruſted the Publick Safety 
and Welfare, which conſiſts in a full Power, belonging to the King to 
ſecure Liberties, preſerve Property, and protect their People in the en- 
jenment of the Fruits of their Induſtry, and the benefit of thoſe Laws, 
ts which the conſented. 5 

Kings were inſtituten to aid good Men againſt the Wicked and un- 
godly, and to them 3 Power to revenge Injuries, preſerve Liber- 
 #y and be Fudge of each Man's Vertues and Vices. © 


Bur before „* to prove this Aſſertion, there are many 
things to be ccnfidered and laid open. In the mean time it will be 
neceſſary to paſs ever in filence, or draw a Veil the Life and 
2 of King 2 1 without N or 

, Was a pious ince, yet very unha - for by an 
armed Force he was —_— at his * Palace-Gato in che Lace 
of many Thouſands of his Subjects, | 

King Char/es the Firſt being cur off by the Sword of Violence, to 
the great Surprize and Amazement of the European World, (the 
Parliament having but a litre before declared his Majefty's Con- 
ceſſions at che Iſle of Wigbi were a juſt ground of Peace) his Son, 
Ning Charles the Second, was forced to live as an Exile in foreign 
Parts, till the Year 1660, at which time he came to the Throne, to 
-the great Joy and Satisfaction of the whole ' Kingdom, and under 

e | whole 


(5) 
whoſe Government the Nation flouriſked, and grearly improved its 
Trade ; but his Miniſters, who bad reſided in France, from thence 
took Meaſures how to corrupt the 
narchy, which they un 


ng 
ing cake with his People, when it was done only to ſerve their 
by the Commons, 


pon 
the Ambition and Avarice of fome Men, hath continued 
of which brought the 


which we ſhall trace things from 
Second, down to this 


- for whi 
iſt emper 
forth, which during the Health 
To : In the Year 1634, 2288223885 James 
the Second, who was addreſſed and careſt by the whole Kingdom, 
Perſons of all Perſwaſians being then highly pleaſed with his Ma je- 
ſty's aſcending the Throne, notw¾ithſtanding his Religion: He gave 
many Signs and Tokens of a good and juſt Prince, and in all | 
babiliry would never have given the World occafion to think - 
ways, if he had not been drawn away through evil Advice, (of 
which many Proteſtants were notoriouſly guilty, witneſs the Judges, 
the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners, Sc. yer not one of them was ever pu- 
niſhed, which leaves an evil Example to Poſterity, as well in refe- 
rence to the Crown as the People) by adhering ro which he loſt rhe 
Affections of his People, ns 20s upon a neceflity of rak- 
ing up Arms to preſerve their Religion, Liberties and Property, and 
was alſo the occafion of the > by the Prince of Ga 
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hen the Convention mer, the King being with-drawn, the Cauſe 
a the Revolution. But what ſhall we ſay * Ajut Admimiſtration 
is a greater and better Security to 4 Prince, than all the Laws and Sta- 


tutes in the Warld. 3 

before we proceed further, it will be neceſſary rocon- 
eie Mars that occurred from the time the landing of the Prince 
of. 


«. © af 


-+ diſperſed 


S was made to 
came to the Throne the 
ingdom, (then in England) who offcr- 


* mi 2 with a few don, = 

y e it appear it was icable, 

yer * availed nothing, but 4 Fami- 

lies and. Eſtates were to Ruin, and England it ſelf to the 

greateſt Jeopardy, to gratiñe the Avarice of ſome Men; nothing be- 
ing done therein till almoſt all was loſt. 

The ſame evil Meaſures were afterwards taken to prolong the 
War, as there had been to raiſe the War to a heighr; for it's evident 
we acted therein, that is, in proſecuting the War, contrary to the 
practice of our Fore-fathers, and all other Nations in the World, that 
were ſuperior in Strength at Sea, as we were to the French; for t 
always invaded their Enemies Maritime Coaſts, which we never did a 


* 
0 


tde time of the late War, only ſent General Talmaſbh to be made a Sa- 


erifice at Camaret- Bay, as indeed he really and actually was, in being 
icular Port or Place, contrary to the known 


obliged to make one 


| Rules and Practice of War; and then his Caſe was made uſe of as 
4 


) by 
ﬀ | 
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an Argument to convince the People of England it was an im 
cable thing ro invade the Maritime —— Frence ; the p_ 
Wicked Fraud = 


of which will notoriouſly ar by what was acted 
done in the Reign of King Hey the VIIIth, (to look no further 
back) 41 8 France was far ſu- 
jor to in the Emperor Maximili- 
2 Kings Aly, in weak and iti 5 


France, ( im 
committed great Spoil upon the Maritime Coaſts of France, by means 
whereof he ſoon obliged the French King 2 
not without great di he obtained, and articled to pay the Mag, 
for a certain number of Years, an annual Tribute, (as he dir n- 
xy the Seventh) which was every Year punctually paid, ant at the 
ſame rime great Sums of ſecretly given to the King's 
ſters; in ſuch fear and dread was the French King of the Naval 
er of King Huy the VIIIth, who alſo had War with Fange i 
time of the Emperour Charles the Fifth, ſome account of both 
ſhall be given, 1 another Hand ) by which it 
how much this Age Nation has deviated and fallen from 
Verrue of irs Anceſtors, and contributed to rhe preſent Greatneſs 
the French King, and Calamities of . 

None was more watchful ( vide the Life of Sir H#/illiam Fiex- 
in a Book intituled Szate-Forthies, licenſed by Secretary 
1670, and dedicated ro the Gentry of Exgland, our of which 
Matters, in relation to Sea- Affairs are taken, as likewiſe thoſe 
reference to Proceedings at Law ) in the Wars bn and 
none ſo active in thole derween us and Sceele _- wa gr 

ve Laws to the Narrow-Seas, as Pm. wit.” "Dar. 

in: There was not a ſerviceable Man belonging 
he knew him by Name, ir being his Rule, ra 
that did it for 4 Fortune. While he. watched the | 
he diſcovered twelve French Ships, in which the Arch-Biſhop 


1 


the 


E 


#7 


of. 


} 


f 


: 


4 


8 
5 


- * , 


of 
Ir 


E 


bur 
Fr 


: 


2 


cow, and divers others of ry were, (whom the Duke of 
2 


f 


had ſent before him into Scosland ) theſe he chaſed to 
and leaving a Squadron to ſhut up the French Havens, 
the French Coafts, landing in divers Places, waſting 
he came to Treport, a Town ſtrongly firuared and 
3000 Men, which yer he rook, and finding ir nor 
dwell there, pillag'd and burnt, going off wich Succeſs and G 
In the Houſhold, he (that is, Sir Charles Sumerſet 
Chamberlain, ſo diſcreet his Carriage; in the French 
1513, he was General, fo noble bis Conduct; his Aſſiſtants 
Earls of Northumberland, Shrewsbury, Kent and Wiltſhire; his 


Ski 
went 


hipwreck, 


the 
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lowers, the Lord Audley, Delaware, Carew, Curſen, &c. Therav:ne 


he in good order, and with Woſſeys Advice, who had long 
lived in the Town, underſtood all the Avenues of ir, and wich Sir 
— Oughtred, Sir Henry Guilford, Sir Edward Poinings, Sir Charles 
Brandon, and Sir Alexander Bainbams aſſiſtance, iprung ſeveral 
Mines, repulſed the French Relief, and the City Aſſailants, lo that 
the Town was yielded Auguſt the 22th, 1513, and upon Maximi- 
lian s Intreaty taſed, as he did Tournay, September the 22th. 

The Scor: muſt have War as long as there's Poverty in their Coun- 
try, and Intereſt in France. This noble Earl, (vide the Life of the 
Seymours ) cutteth off the Invaders, layerh waſte the Country, and 
( that the Source of theſe Troubles might be dammed up) entreth France 
with $0000 Men, and after ſome Skirmiſhes, brought the King there- 
of to a Peace and Submiſſion. 

Wanted he was (that is, the Earl of Surry, then Governour of Ire- 
land ) by the King, to ſcower the Narrow-Seas for the French W ar, 

muſt have him: The King bath formerly made him 


Admiral z the Em „ upon his Return, makes bim his, and with 

3 — Lond in Mracids waſts the adjacent Coun- 
tries, ( ſparing only religious Houſes) rakes and ſacks Morla:x in Brit- 
taine, ( whi 


entred 


isfaction;, and returning to France 
again, won and burnt ſeveral Towns, and then returned to Eng- 
bours 

rates, 

bur 

our 

Fitz alan 
Fobn, Wincheſter, with a rich and ſtrong Army ex- 
pecting which they took with Bologn ) 
- the French to a Peace and Submiſſion that ſecured Eng- 

The being Maſter of the Seas, ( ſays my Lord Bacon) is an Abric- 

ment of 4 much is certain, he that commands 
the Sea, as little of the War as he will, where- 
x thoſe are many times, neverthdleſi, in great 
ſtrazts. ws of Europe, tbe vantage of being 
2 ene of the principal Dowries of this King- 


great, becauſe moſt of the Kingdoms of 
Europe 
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(9) 
Europe are not meerly In-land, but girt with the Sea moſt pare of tber 
Compaſs, and becauſe the Wealth of both Indies ſcems in great pare but 
an acceſſary to the Command of the Seas. 

Now its poſſible there might periſh in the late War, one way or 
other, of Engliſh, Dutch, French, &c. 7 or 8 hundred thouſand, it not 
a Million of Souls, the Lives of half which, in all human probability, 
might, or would have been ſaved, if the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 

le of England had been faithful ro the Crown. The Matter ſhall 
be fairly ſtared, and ir will be found there's no wiping of the Stain 
and Guilr thereof. The Kings of England have in their Hand: the 
Power of Peace and ur; may declare and profecute a It ur, when and 
where they pleaſe ; nominate and appoint Generals and Commanders, ani 
all cther Miniſters and Officers, as well Civil as Military; the miniſte- 
rial or execunzve Power being wholly in the King's Hand, by vertue of his 
ſovereign Power and Authority. Therefore it may be ſaid, How could 
it bly be in the Power of tatives of the People, to 

i ive War? In anſwer 


prevent an expenſive, lingering and 


ite i 
ghr 
bur one, which almoſt every body 
Reign of King Charles the Second, in the Year 167 
Inſtigation of ſome evil Counſellors, declared War againſ t 
when they were almoſt ſwallowed up by the French : The Houle 
Commons thereupon repreſented the Matter to the King, ſhewing 


ill Conſequence thereof, and the danger of being in League with 


France, and prayed his Majeſty would be pleaſed to make Peace 
with the Durch; which was complied withal, and in deed could not 
well be avoided ; for, The diſpoſition, as well as granting Money by 
Ad of Parliament, hath ever in the Houſe of Commons, the Com- 
mons from thence knew how ro make uſe of the Power lodged in 
them, granted Supplies to the King for an actual War againſt France. 
So we may ſee the Power and _—_ Repreſentatives of the 


buſed fince the Revolution, and converted into Faction: 
in thoſe things we may remedy, makes us no leſs Ators, 
Some Men kill as much by looking on, as others by ſmit- 


became a Prey to wicked and 
hich fell u them were o- 
id } of Parliament 


rs 0 
having raiſed themſelves thereby to 
| ing cenlured 


ing otherways provided fer 
them, 23 Henry the 6th, 
rhe Thoughts and Appre of which, at rhe Revolution, in- 
fZameJ the Minds of a great many Gentlemen, with a violent De- 
fire and Ambition to be Great, to which _ knew, and ſaw by 
experience, they could attain with Impunity, if they could bur ger 
in to be of Parliament, which by Means they 
eaſily efted, and then ſoon workr themſelves into Publick Em- 

yments ; fer it's notorious to the World, the majority of the 
jouſe of Commons took Publick Employments upen them, or re- 
ceived Pensions from the Crown all the time of the late Reign; 


fome Members had two, three, and four ſeveral Employments, yer 


. 11. 35 of Henry the 8th, Chap. 11.) 
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However, many Tears did not 
Corruption and Miſmanagements broke our, 
Perſons, for divers Years together, laid 


ef 


HT 


Will and Pleaſure of ini 
ere Members of Parliament, ſo 


E 


Ir 
LY f. 


Above all things, ( lays my Lord Bacon )) good Policy is to be ufed 
that the Treaſure and Money: in 4 Nation be not gathered into few Ha 


' 
| Houſe of Commons, under Notion of the Church- Party and the Di/- 

ſenting· Party, one Party continually ſtriving to the other, : 

that is, throw one another out of Employment, which they 
did, as they could ſeverally make their intereſt with the * 
without having any regard to paſt Crimes, or the Intereſt and Wel- 
fare of rhe * who, between both, were ground, as it were, be- 
tween two Mill. ſtones, and the King's Chief Miniſters in no Con- 
dition or Capacity of relieving them, they being over - awed or ruled 
by Members of Parliament being concerned in the Miniſterial or 
—1 Part of Ar 1 had no 
natural Right, as bei yy the Conſtiruric | 
Government, the executive Part thereof was, or oughr to have been 
who!ly in the King's Hamd. So it's maniteſt it was not in his Ma- 

_ jelty's power to protect the People, or puniſh Offenders : From whence 
we may judge, what a miſerable Condition they were in, who in 
ſervice ro their Country, laid open publick Crimes and : 
many of which and of the greateſt Importance ig the Safery and 
Well being of the Nation, was proved by the King's own Order, 
and nothing of any moment, but what was laid before „ 

and. 
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and offered to be proved before him, yet not one of thoſe Perſons 
eſcaped ruin; nay, even thoſe who did the Crown and Nation ex- 
emplary Service, and of which Poſteriry will reap the Advantage. 
were illegally treated, and rendred to the World Fools and Mad- 
men, inſomuch as they became common Objects of Scorn and Con- 
tempt. and remain ſo to this Day; ſo mighty is Vice, when armed 
with Authority, and hath a powerful Example to countenance it; but 
Truth is juſtified of her Children. | 

As in God, ſo in his Deputies, Mercy and Juſtice ( ſays Biſhop Hal) 
ſhould be inſeperable ; whereſoever theſe two go aſunder, Government fol- 
lows them into Diſtraction, and ends in Ruin. 

© We of this happy Nation have certainly the beſt Conſtitution in the 
* World, the Sovereignty of the Prince ; the Rights of the Nobility ; 
_ * the Liberries of the People, all ſo ballanced and bearing up one ano- 
ther, that no Government on this fide Heaven can be more wiſely con, 
* rrived, while it hands on it a true Ballance. 

© But as in a curious Watch, the variety of exact Motions, while it 
is kept in order, ſerve admirably to guide and aſſiſt each other; where- 
as if any one ſtops, or hurries on too faſt, this is apt to carry all the reſt 
© into confuſion ; ſo, in our exquiſite Frame of ic i 
* ftrict Union and Correſpondence of the Parts that muſt direct and ſup- 
port the Whole: If a Member ſuffers, rhe whole Body fuffers with it, 
© or if Head and Members fett to leave their own place, and uſurp a Station 
* not deſigned for them, this turns the Body into a new kind of Monſter. 

This violation of the Conftirution of the Government, it's eaſie to 
jecture, muſt needs have a fatal Conſequence, as we fee and find 
it had; for almoſt all the remaining part of the Crown-Lands (which 
was great | were given away in lare Reign, and more Money le- 
the Subject, than had been legally raiſed in 300 Yeaus 
Nation miſerably plunged in Debt to boot, which 
very heavy upon the trading Part of the Nation, 
Numbers were reduced to Poverty, and the Trade 
ined ; the Money that uſed ro circulate 
for which the Nation pays extra- 


vagant et things did not fall ſo very ſevere upon them, as 
upon the poor Sai of the great Bulwarks of the Nation; for 
more Sailers ed by ill Uſage, or conſtrained to leave 
their native now have ſerved to Man the Royal- 
Navy almoſt An Action fo barbarous and impolitick, 
as not to be parallel'd in Hiſtory : The ſame Fate had our Shipping, 
the great Bulwark of the Nation, for we loſt, by evil Conduct 
and | unſpeakable Number of Merchant-men, and 
more there are now in the Kingdom. Therefore ir 
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ſeems ſtrange, a free People, as we legally are, ſhould be fo infatuat- 
ed, as not to be ſenſible of theſe things, no notice having been taken 
thereof, or any body ſo much as checkt for the ſame; which looks as if 
the People of England had loſt their Humanity and Reaſon together; 
the more, in regard we had, in the late Reign, ſeveral Parliamencs 
call'd, by which the Nation had divers opportunities to have redreſſed 
theſe Evils. There is Mercy and Care due to the mait deſpicable Piece of 
Humanity, wherein we cannot be wanting, withou: the offence, without 
the puniſhment of God. 

ut whoever duly confiders the Circumſtance of Affairs in this Na- 
tion, ſince the Reſtauration of King Charles the IId, will find the Gen- 
tlemen of England, ( who influence and govern the People, and for ma · 
ny Ages were the Glory of the Nation, and great Bulwark of the Li- 
berries of the People) have, generally ſpeaking, all along abetted this 
Corruption in the State, and been intereſted therein. Eloquence and 
Riches, the two Means by which, thoſe that were in Credit and Authority, 
did carry the People even as they would. Plutarch. An Evil which they 
at firſt were inſenſibly led or drawn into by King Charles the IId's Mi- 
niſters, who having corrupted the Repreſentatives of the People, took 
the liberty then to ſell all Offices, Places, and Employments in their 
Gift, contrary ro Law, 20 Ed. III. 12 Rich. IId. Ch. 2d. 2 Hen. VI. 
Ch.1o. 5 and 6 Ed. VI. Ch.16. by which Means they ſent all the King's 
Friends a begging, who had loſt their Eſtates, and been ruined in the 
Civil War, and by degrees corrupted all the chief Magiſtrates and 
Offices in the Government, that is to ſay, the whole Body and Frame 
of the Government, ſo at laſt it grew to be, as now it is, 4 National 
Crime, and no Man can ſay he's Innocent, for there's not a Gentleman 
in the Kingdom, (generally ſpeaking, as we ſaid before) but either 


. has been, are, or ro be employed and advanced, and ro make 


their Fortunes in Publick Employments, under this corrupt Manage- 
ment, (of which they know there would ſoon be an end, if Mem- 
bers of Parliament were debarred Publick Employments ) or other - 
ways hope to reap advantage thereby, in being Counſellors at Law, 
Attornies, Sc. Tho nor one in 40 of them, one with another, ever 
attain their Ends; yet the vaſt Eſtates ſome Men get by theſe unlaw- 
ful Means, violently puſhes others on to the ſame Meaſures, and makes 
them mortal Enemies to all that endeavour to obſtruct them in their 
Courſe, in which they all, as one Man, ſeek and purifie rheir own and 


Country's Ruin, that is, conſequently, as an Epicure does, who in- 
dulges himſelf, and digs his own Grave: We ſhall prove it (briefly) 
to be 4 general Corruption, and National Sin, ſo far forth as every Man, 
in his own Conſcience, muſt acknowledge and allow it to be rrue; for, 
in vain ſhall a Man's Heart abſolve * is condemned by his mn 

e 


( 14 } 

We ſtall begin with Matters in reference to the Judges, whom we 
will ſuppoſe and allow to have done every Man Juſtice, (as ro Meum 
and Tuum ) at —_—— of 1 wy * * 
been guilty of horrible Oppreſſion, ing or ſuffering Cauſes to 
continue many Years on foor, going from Court ro Courr, from Com- 
mon-Law to Chancery, 3, 4, 5» 6, 8, 10, 20 Years together, Sc. 
by means of which there are few Gentlemen in the Kir gdom, but what 
have ſome time or other ſuffered by ir, and a multitude of goed 
Families totally ruined there 

If we goto the Mar 


ſbal's-Court, &c. we ſhall find nothing but Cor- 
ruption, and a multitude of the poorer Sort of 6 
miſerable, and is matter of Freat Lamentation, having been often pub- 
lickly complained of many Years ro no purpoſe, notwithſtanding it 
— L. an inſupportable Charge upon the Our Pariſhes of this 


3 ry. 

we look into the City, the Metropolis of the Kingdom, we ſhall 
find things there as corrupt as in any part of the Government. There's 
a many Employments in the Gift of the Lord Mayor and She- 
ifs, which they ſell as they fall, (as the Judges, Sc. do) and a- 
mount to above 180000 J. when at the ſame time there's ſufficient pro- 
Vihon ro maintain e 
„F by po yn I ot 
to e viledges City, o every right: 
How well they perform that Oath, we muſt leave God and the World 
re judge ; there are, it may D x 
in reference to Juſtice, ( ſerring aſide the horrible Oppreſſion in r 
rence to the Markets, e which they ſell, and 
amount to about 90000 f. the conſequence of which, any Man may 
NN ruin of a great many Families; and 
no for rhe moſt the cauſe of the death of fo many Per- 
fons as commonly and die in the Comprerz, the Guilr of 
which, or any part thereof, cannot properly lie at the door of the Of- 
ficers, that buy their Places, let them be never ſo wicked, for they 
are actually no other bur Inſtruments in the Hands of the Lord May- 
or and Sheriffs, who together with the Judges, Sc. are accountable 
to God, and ſhould be ſo to Man, for all the Violence and Oppreſſion 


acted by their Officers, and others, who buy Offices, Places and Em- 


we may ſee s no occafion at all of making tuch a mighty en- 
quiry after the Cauſe of the great decay of Chriſtian Piery. and Cor. 
ruption of Manners, ſo much, and ſo juſtly complained of, and chat, 
if this Nation be ruined, the Gentlemen of England will be found guilty 
of Felo de fe, in effect, as much as be that deſtroys himſelf, in being, by 
their .Immoerality and Injuſtice, the Authors of their own ruin, 


No 


made extreamly 


pros of _ being the firſt and immediate Cauſe thereof, 
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No Brute, or [avage Beat, is fo cruel as Man, if with his Licentiouf® 
neſs, he have li — execute bis Will. Plutarch. 
© Twice were all Cauſes in Chancery difpatched in Sir Thomas HW ri- 


* othfley's time, 1338. And in Sir Thomas More's, 1532, my Lord 


© hearing a Servant putting off a Petitioner, becauſe his Maſter was 
© nor at leiſure, rakes him up roundly, and replies, Tau bad as-good ſay 
f am not at leiſure to be Lord Chancellor...... To boneft Men your Places 
* ( ſaid he) are enough, to Knaves to much. 
No Prince ſo unhappy in his Prieſts than King Henry, (that is, 
* Henry the VIllth ) _ —_— __ 
* none more renowned than Sir F 
« fearful of the 
Clerk his Place, but for taking a T , afrer a Cauſe of 
1500 l. a Year, wherein he had been ſerviceable, tha not as a Bribe, 
© bur as a Civility...... The ſame Day there was no Cauſe to be tried 
in the Chancery in Sir Thomas More s time; there was bur three in the 
Nin 5-Bench in Sir John Fitz. James s time ; the reaſon whereof, 
© ſome imagine, was Cardinal Wolſeys extraordinary Power; 


Magiſtrates, he did ever 
8! —— and 


them for am dangerous 
3 


ly Band of all Soci 
* once decay, and be nor rightly 


+ bur Confuſion, Diſorder, Opprefſion, and all other Violence and 


all bis Reign perpetually diſturbed with the 
King Wiliam bei is Reign y di with t 
Hear of Faction, or Animoſity of Parties in the Houſe of 


(16) 


and continual Application of his People for Juſtice, that what with 
and the other, he was ſo afflifted, that, no doubt, it produced in him 
thoſe Diſtempers which put a period to his Life the 8th of March, 170, 
ar which time Her preſent Majeſty Queen Ann came ro rhe Throne, to 
the great Joy, and unſpeakable Satisfaction of rhe whole Kingdom. 
And ering the manifold Miſcarriages and Crimes committed in 
the late Reign, and loudly and juſtly complained of in Parliament in 
this, it was from thence hoped, upon change of the Miniſtry, ſome 
Meaſures would be taken to eaſe the People, (who were even eat u 
by the mulripliciry of Officers ) by leſſning the number of the Commil- 
fioners of the Navy, Sc. which was done in the Treaſury, for now 
we ſce One Noble Lord, inftead of Five, executes the Office of Lord 
High-Treaſurer of 12 with great Honour : Yer his Lordſhip's 
Integrity and Juſtice ſeems to have been made ule of only as a Blind to 
deceive the People, for in all other reſpects, the evil and unhappy 
| Meaſures taken in the late Reign, have been purſued in this, and even 
heavier Burdens laid upon the People than there were before, by divers 
K* unneceſſary Offices being erected, to the great Charge of 
Publick, and prejudice of Her Majeſty's Service: Therefore, 
©* whatever the Beginning of Factions are, the Conſequence are the ſame, 
* and the Ends r& of thoſe who chiefly engaged in them ; which is to 
act the ſame Part in different Masks, and to purſue private Paſſions 
or Interefts, under publick Prerences.” Bur the greateſt Evil of all 
and that which has brought great and unſpeakable Calamities u 
Europe, has been the manner of proſecuting the War; in which ſuch 
Meafures have been taken, through Ambition and Avarice, as if there 
had been a real Deſign to ruin the Nation; ſuch was the Expedition 
to Cales ; the Voyage of Sir Cloudeſly Shovel into the Sereighes, &c. and 
the cauſe or occaſion of the loſs of much Shipping, and great numbers 
of Sailers and Soldiers, which, according to actice of other Nati- 
ons, and the Opinion of all wiſe and rational Men in the World, ſhould 
have been employed againſt the Maritime Coaſts of France, which lie 
contignous to England, and extend Five or Six hundred Miles in length. 
The Romans greatly oppreſſed by Hannibal the Carthaginian 
General; equipt a Fleet, and tent Scipio with an Army to invade 
Africl, which he did, and ſoon oblig d Hannibal to leave Italy, to defend 
his own Country, and by that very Expedition, laid the Foundation of 
the ruin of Carthage, and the future Greatneſs of the Roman State. 
The Morea, ( which is 150 Miles broad, and 175 Miles long, and 
by a ſmall Neck of Land divided from Greece) was, by the Venetian, 
not many Years ſince, wreſted our of the Hands of the Tarks, (who 
were infinitely too ſtrong for them by Land) meerly by virtue of being 
ſtrongeſt at Sea, and of which they are in poſſeſſion to this Day. 


* 


ore 


* 


n 
Therefore if the People of Exgland, in Parliament aſſembled, had 
provided a Fund for carrying on. or making a Deſcent upon the Ma- 
ritime Coaſts of France, with but half rhe Quora of Troops ſhipt for 
Holland, the ſecond Year after this War broke out, it's plain it would 
have done the French King more Injury ( ſo it had been faithfully ma- 
naged) then 200000 Men in lieu or ſtead thereof, could have done 
him in Germany, Italy, or the Netherlands, and broke and confounded 
all bis Meaſures ; for it would abſolutely have over awed the Elector 
of B:varia, if not the Hungarians, and totally diſabled rhe Frenc/ 
King ſending any Forces into Teal or Germany; no Prince that hath 
large Maritime Coaſts, being able ro defend himſelf againſt fo great 
a Body of Troops, backr by a ſtrong Fleer. and powerful Armies by 
Land: So that France it ſelf muſt inevitably have been the Sear of 
War, and thereby all thoſe Calamities would bave been prevented, 
which has fince fallen upon Germany and Tah, and even upon this 
Nation, by the Treaſure of the Kingdom being conſumed and exhauſt. 
ed to lupport the Allies. Poreuge! and Savoy are two Allies of the 
k bee — — — om hope oy em 
that vi in upon as to 
the Treaſure, the Fleet, and the Aſſiſtance of England,” and Exrope in- 
vol vd in a lingring, expenfive, bloody, dangerous War; for notwich- 
ing rhe Efforts, and glorious Actions of his Grace the Duke 
ſee the Elector of Bavaria is not reduced, and France 
it ſelf not touched, but the Emperor's, and the Duke of Saves Terri- 
tories and Affairs in a bad Condition; when it's plain, by the preceed- 
ing Matter, it was, (and is under God) in England's Power, in con- 
junction wich the Allies ) to carry the War into the Bowels of France, 
and to compell the Poles and Swedes to a Peace, as we did the Swedes 
and Danes. And no doubt the French King will now make his urmoſt 
Effort to retrieve the great Loſs he ſuſtained in the late Battle of Hech- 
. flet ; and if the Pore breaks with 2 ( which is much ro 
be feared ) what a miſerable Condition will Germany, and even all 
Europe be in? As to our beating the French in the Streighes, we have 
little reaſon ro boaſt, more than of the and Bravery of our 
Men; for if in the Action we had been beat, we had been liable ro 
ruin, of which we were in great danger, the Enemy having more and 
greater Ships than we, beſides 25 Galleys, which in thoſe Seas are of 
great uſe ; and if the French had been bur ſenfible of our want of Am- 
munition, we ſhould moſt certainly have been beaten, and forced ro 
have made to Gibralter, where we ſhould have wanted every thing, 
and in a little time been beſieged by Sea and Land, and in danger of 
our whole Fleet. Whereas, had our Fleet, with the Durch Squa- 


dron, been upon the Coaſts . 
| ve 
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have been in no ſuch danger; for all our firſt and ſecond Rate Men 
of War, would, cr might have been there, and could not have want- 
ed Ammunition, (as we did when we beat the French in the Sereights, 
and lay by, as they ſay, to fight them again) Proviſion, or Men, but 

have returned in due time into Port with ſafety, for then the French 
durſt not have appeared with their Fleet in the Ocean, ( where their 
Galleys are of no uſe ) whereby, with rhe Troops ſhipt for Por 


ſpent the Nation's Money, and helpt to prolong the War) we ſhould 
vc bem at liberry to ravage the Maritime Coaſts of France ; ruined 
the Enemy's Trade and Shipping ; kept our Money at home, and rail- 
ed vaſt Contributions, which the French King could by no means have 
prevented, but muſt have been forced to ſue tor Peace; this is ſo plain 

and obvious a Truth, no Man can deny. Yer this very War, our 
Fleet has been ſent to the Coaſts of Spain three Years together ſucceſ- 
fively, at near 80000 l. a Month charge to the Nation, all being cal- 
culared to prolong the War, which the taking of Gibralter contributes 


to, and ſhews the World, we could have taken Towns upon the | 


Coaſts of France if we had pleaſed, and kept them too, and not have 
ſent our Fleet 1500 Miles from our own ro have done ir, as 


we did when we rook Gibralter: However, ro cenſure and condemn 


the Queen's Miniſters for theſe things, is, rendring them to de guilty of 


that which is 4 National Crime: That is, the Governors, who are 
* few, will ever be forced ro follow the Strength of the Governed, who 
* are many, be they People or Armies by which they govern. 

As every Man is a Limb of the Community, ſo muſt he be affected with 
the State of the univerſal Body, ( ſays Biſhop Hal) whether healthful 
or. languiſhing, and common Dangers and Calamities muſt, {like the 
rapid Motion ) carry our Hearts contrary to the ways of our private Oc- 
calions. Nevertheleſs, rhe freedom of Speech uſed in this Diſcourſe, 
may, in the Qpinion of ſome Perſans, expoſe the Author to danger; 
yer if any think fo, they are miſtaken, ſo far, that the Author expoſes 
not himſelf ro any danger, more than what all Men voluntarily expoſe 
their Lives unto, as we may ſay, every Day in the Week, in attempt- 
ing to ſave the Lives of others, in caſe of Fire; in danger of being 
drowned ; robbed, and a thouſand other Accidents, and Things, which 
daily occur ; and this we ſee Nature prompts every Man to, intomuch, 
that we look upon him to be a very unnatural Perſon, who does nor 
expole his Life to the greateſt hazard, to ſave the Life of a Child, fo 


long as he ſees any hopes or proſpect of preſerving his own Life: 


Therefore if Men, nay Women, ſhall expole their Lives ( as many do) 
to the grec teſt Jcopardy, to ſave the Lite of one fingle Perſun, how 
much more cught we to expoſe our Lives in the Service of our Coun- 


try, 


al, . 
( which together with the Forces in Savoy, have done nothing bur 
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try, in which every Man's Life, Intereſt, and Welfare is concerned ? 
And ſeeing we all owe 4 Debt to Nature, which muſt be paid, and every 
Man give an account of his works done in the fleſh, whether they be good 
or evil, why ſhould any Man be afraid to vindicate the municipal Laws 
of his Country, to which be has a natural Right 2 To proceed: 

There are Four great Ennemies and Plagues ro Mankind, Pride, 
Covetouſneſs, Faction, and Ambition, and are all one and the ſame 
thing, when they meet or centre in and ambitious Men, and 
have been the overthrow of all the great Empires, Kingdoms and 
States that have been in the World, and ſo were ever equally deteſted 
and abhorred by all good Men, as well Heathens as Chriſtians: And 
why we ſhould expect a better Fate, who fin againſt a greater Light 
and Knowledge than other Nations have done, no reaſon can be given. 

Ambition is, and always hath been, the Cauſe of all iti 
and Inconveniencies in all Kingdoms and Common Wealths, as 
* ing not only danger and deſtruction to the Perſon that is i 
there with, bur bringeth allo Damage and Detriment to the People 
That are afflicted there with. - | 

Faction is one of thoſe Sins, whereof the Authors moſt commonly 
* repent themſelves, and of which their Poſterity are always aſhamed. - 

Ambition, ( ſays a Heathen ) is an unjuſt Goddeſs, or rather, a 
wicked Fiend, becauſe into what Houſe or City ſoever it entreth, 
were it never i it never cometh out without 
the deſtruction of all thoſe ſhe . layeth hold upon. Tberefore Plat 
callerh it, a Thing that will fall out contrary to our Expectati- 
on, and worſe than we wiſh or would; as cauſing Misfortune, when 
we look for Felicity; and Adverfiry, when we hope for Proſperity : 
Won allo Ariſtotle ſayeth, Thar all Wrong and Injuries are 
cauſed through Ambition and Avarice. Bur to proceed: . 

The Calamiries of Europe, and the great Power and Sr of the 
French King, Mankind would conceive,. ſhould move and affect the 
Spirits of Men ſo far, as to make them ſenſible of their own Danger; 
yet we ſee they make little or no Impreſſion upon the Minds of thoſe 
who are more immediately concerned therein; for there is now as 
much ſtruggling and contending among Members of Parli for 
Employments as ever; ſome Members have at this time, two, three 
or four ſeveral Employmeots ; and io long as the Houſe admits this 
Practice, the Nation has reaſon to conclude, the Majority of the Houle 
of Commons are in Publick Employments, or live in ion there- 
of; and that the Heat and Animofies in the Government, about Re- 
ligion, and the corrupt and drunken Practices uſed in and about the 
Peoples chuſing their Repreſentatives, proceeds from Members of Par- 
liament con:inually ſtruggling and contend ing for Emyloyments: In- 
deed, 


— 


(20) 


Lo 
O notice 


If 


Church and overthrew rhe papal Intereſt in the Nation; 
rhree, if in — of r Cars > in a few Years, * 
coming over ; a thing which violent Means 
could never brought fn, 

So it's plai + Church of England i in no danger upon account of 
Religion, (as ſome Perions of Honour and Worth apprehend bur 
from rhe Corrupti re: it being evident, the main Bulk 


of themſelves, naturally inclined to be 
peaceable, de of what Perſwaſion they will; and not capable 
of diſturbing the Publick Peace, but as they are moved and aggitated 

ä by 
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popular and ambitious Men, as the Sea is by the Wind: There- 
qur greateſt Enemies, even Satan himſelf, could not have found 
out, or invented any thing ſo pernicious and deſtructive ro England, 25 
that of introducing Members of Parliament into Publick Employments; 
for ir obſtructs the Courſe of Juſtice, prolongs the War, keeps the 
Nation in a-continual Faction, and gives ſome Men an opputtunity to 
- . defraud the * ers hem out of the reach of rhe Law ; which 


al 


per is to a Man 


IN. his Sight and Under- 


Man's * prickt forward with Couetomſucſi, is quite blind, and 
without Reaſon, Plutarch. Therefore we may conclude, and fay, 4s 
things now ſtand, it's not in Her 's Power to exert Her Preroga- 


tive in defence of the Liberties and of Her People. 
* Connivance at the of the Mighty, cuts the Sinews of any 
State, ſays Biſhop Hal; is, where there is ho Puniſhment, con- 
y there's no : Anda Kingdom or Church divided 
2Lainſt is ſelf, ( as the of England is) cannot ſtand. 
Where the Almighty es the Deſtruftion of any People, be needs nes 
call in foreign Power, be needs not any Hands or M rapens but their own; 


be can make vait Bodies die no ales eek than their own Weight ; we 
wy Codegat nd yin Foul whil God is our Enemy, 
lays Biſhop Hal, wha lived If ro ſee theſe Sayings of his in grear 
meaſure verified in our Inteſtine Broils, which began in.the rab; and 
the Scors ( who — £4 , and as ſome Perſons ſay, not without Cauſe) 


having now different — . are govern d 
(as all the World is) a Civil War, which 
is one of the greareſt ] — upon a Nation, and. which is 
now, under God, in nbd Bl and ſettle Matters ſo, 
as that it will be y impoſſible for the Nation to ſwerve from its 
true Intereſt ; for the Gentlemen of England would then have a true 


Senſe and Notion of things: Moreover, there's a poffibiliry the ſeve- 
ral Inhabitants of rhis Iſle ma all become or made one Pecp ple, which 
if that ſhould rake effect, 20 erer then can diſturd land's 
Peace, much leis ruin us; ** for our Nation is too great and roo ye 
to be ruined by any bur it ſelf ; in the mean time, we are, thro' 


our Diviſons, in dan 
— 1 may ſerve, perhaps, to 


oO or 
enliven or animate the Vigour of a Government ; but when ir proves 


proportioned in Strength or Number, and irreconcila- 
TIES Parties, i cannot end withour ſome volen 
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VIllch ſeiſed Abby- „Sc. he diſtribut- 
· 1 cod Gentry, and confirmed them in the 
—_—_— 85 Act I orer- 
's Supremacy, ( m preſerved the 
this Kingdom, which otherways he could nor have done ; 
Mary came to the Throne 
to overthrow the Settlement, 
averſe to it. So now cofidering 
alienared, or given away in the three laſt, Reigns ; and ir 
im icable, or, at preſent, not ſafe to recall 
e being the Reaſon to aſſume thoſe given away in King Charles's 


8 late Reign, and o- 
ther 


E 


't 
SF 


5 
4 


Th 
: 


1 
114 


7 


. 
— . 
3 
* 


2 , N | 


(23) 
ther Proviſion being made for ſu of the Civil Lift, with ſubmiſ- 
fion, wecenceive, is wenkd be of greer Inaparcznce tiweeds prafrving 
the Peace of the Kingdom, ro confirm thoſe Grants by Act of Parlia- 
ment, to the ſeveral Perſons intereſted therein, rather than leave them 


In 
y 
will al live in fear. 
eee 


Govermnent ſhall ſeem meet) and leave Offenders to be judged at the 
great Tribunal of Heaven. 
It's much more glorious, and better, to forgive Injuries, than to revenge 
them, 1 Dy | 
ing 
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goubling, as we may ſuppoſe, 12 
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